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Sokoine University of Agriculture was first established on the 1st July, 1984 by Parliamentary Act
No. 14 of 1984 through the amendment of Parliamentary Act No 6 of the same year. Following
repealing of the Act, the university is now operating through the Sokoine University of Agriculture
Charter, 2007 through the broad framework of the Universities Act, 2005. The history of Sokoine
University of Agriculture dates back to 1965 when it started as an Agricultural College offering
diploma training in the discipline of agriculture. After the dissolution of the University of East
Africa and the consequent establishment of the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) in July 1970,
the College was transformed into a Faculty of Agriculture of University of Dar Es Salaam (UDSM)
and thereby started offering Bachelor of Science in Agriculture. In 1974, the Division of Forestry
was established and hence the faculty was named Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry. The
introduction of Bachelor of Veterinary Science in 1976 and the establishment of the Division of
Veterinary Science, the Faculty was re-named “Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary
Sciences”. The Faculty was on the 1st of July 1984 transformed, through Parliamentary Act No. 6
of 1984, into a full-fledged University and became known as Sokoine University of Agriculture
(SUA). The university was named Sokoine University of Agriculture in honor of then Prime
Minister of Tanzania Edward Moringe Sokoine who died on 1984.
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