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Varsities trained on ways to produce

skilled scholars to meet job demands

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

PUBLIC and private universities
have undergone several trainings
through Higher Education for
Economic Transformation (HEET)
with focus on job demands, it has
been revealed.

The higher learning institutions
have also constituted Industrial
Advisory Committees (IACs) with
members drawn from different
employment sectors, aim is
to provide advice to learning
institutions on having programmes
relevant for job market

Through the HEET project, the
| government also plans to train
| more than 1,000 lecturers in efforts

-to. curb shortage of the academic
staff in the country.

The five-year project through

the World Bank support aimed at
promoting higher education as a
catalytic force in the new Tanzanian
economy.

Responding to a question by
Special Seats MP, Nusrati Hanje

(CCM), Deputy Minister  for
Education, Science and Technology,
Omary Kipanga informed the

National Assembly that through the
project, the government will also
improve infrastructure in higher
learning institutions by building
new campuses and universities in
the country. He said the project will
finance training of more than 1,000
lecturers of whom 625 will undergo
further studies while about 400 will
undergo short course training.
“We believe ‘that through the
' programwe can reduce thé shortage
of lecturers in the country,” he said.

He  explained that the
government -also has been issuing
permits for recruiting new lecturers
adding that the higher education
institutions also have programs of
financing studies of some lecturers
and employ some academic staff on
contractual basis.

Kipanga said that through
the project the government will
construct a new public university
in Butiama - Mwalimu Nyerere
University of Agriculture and
Technology with capacity to enrol
5,620 students.

He also said that new campuses
will be built through the project
such as University of Dar es
Salaam campus in Lindi region
to accommodate 360 students,
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campus with capacity of 11,000
students and Sokoine University of
Agriculture Mizengo Pinda campus
in Katavi with capacity of 2,500
students.

Others are Mbeya University of
Science and Technology campus
in Rukwa with 3,000 studenis’
capacity.

“The project will also facilitate
construction of new campuses in
marginal satellite cities including
Kagera, Tanga, Kigoma, Shinyanga,
Mwanza, Simiyu, Ruvuma, Manyara
and Singida,” he said.

The deputy minister further
detailed that the project is also
expected to improve a total of 19
higher education institutions by
constructing 34 hostels which will
have capacity of accommodating
9,042 students.

A total of 130 lecture rooms
will be built under the project
which, will accommodate (27,254),

iabor‘atqrieé; (7.850), 23 conferenge
fhalls, agriculture infrastructure and

10 incubation centres.
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